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French  Division 

International  Prosecution  Section 
Jnnunry  1947 

R03KRT  ONLTO, 

Associate  Prosecutor  for  Franc' 

Brief  presented  by: 

Irjor  ROGER  DEPO, 
Assi3tr.nt  Prosecutor 


The  French  Division,  I.P.S.  submits  for  the  attention 
of  the  Tribunal  a  limited  amount  of  evidence  drawn  from  a 
pile  of  documents  relating  the  atrocities  and  murders  com¬ 
mitted  throughout  the  territory  of  Indo-Chino  by  the 
Japanese  troops,  with  regard  to  both  civilian  internees  and 
prisoners  of  war. 

The  exhibits  referring  to  Class  B  and  C  crimes  put  in 
on  previous  ^r.ys  by  other  Sections  of  the  International 
Prosecution  Section  makes  it  useless  to  put  in  a  large 
number  of  documents  repeating  for  the  Union  of  Indo-Chino 
the  details  already  given  for  other  territories.  The 
documents  which  v/e  ore  about  to  present  to  the  Tribunal 
are  ninod  only  at  giving  some  examples  of  the  actions  of 


Before  beginning  the  presentation  oi  tnese  qocubicirs 
we  ask  permission  to  recall  briefly  three  documents  already 
known  to  the  Court: 

1.  I.P.S.  Document  No.  2667,  Exhibit  No, 663,  is  on  officii 
report  of  Supremo  Headquarters  of  the  Japanese  Army  of  the 
South.  On  page  5  of  this  document  first  paragraph,  Letter 
A,  page  7176  of  the  Record,  we  con  read: 

"Evmn  if  the  French  reject  the  Japanese  demands,  the 
relations  between  the  two  countries  will  not  be  considered 
as  being  at  war.  However,  Japan  will  not  be  bound  by  the 
existing  treaties,  concerning  French  Indo-Chino." 


II.  I.F.S.  Document  No.  26?5,  Exhibit  No.  bbj>,  Record  pages 
7193  and  7194,  contains  the  text  of  the  solemn  warning  ad¬ 
dressed  by  the  French  Government  to  the  Japanese  Government 
on  the  subject  of  violences  p-  rpetroted  on  the  peoples  of 
Indo-China  by  the  Japanese  Imperial  Armed  Forces. 

III.  I.P.S.  Document  No.  2667*  Exhibit  No,  663>  page  7  *f 
the  document,  conclusion,  last  paragraph,  pafees  7181  and 
7182  of  t:'C  Record,  the  Supreme  Headquarters  cf  the  Japanese 

Army  of  the  South  declares: 

"Mor^ovex ,  the  disposition  of  French  Indo-China  was 
based  upon  the  directives  of  Tokyo  and  was  not  an  arbitrary 
decision  of  local  Japanese  Army,  All  the  Japanese  troops, 
militarists,  offices,  civilians  however  humble  their 
posts  might  have  been,  always  acted  solely  by  orders  of 
superior  commanders,  and  fulfilled  their  responsibilities 
most  faithfully  according  to  each  given  duty". 

’Vith  the  permission  of  the  Court,  the  documents  relat- 
t-hic  nhnso  of  the  Indictment  are  now  going  to  be 
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A,  Civil  '.’omO  otlon 

1.  Fros.  cution  Document  ?Tof/  27/2-1-1,  affidavit  of 
■JULLIEU  Romy,  is  offered  in  evidence. 

In  this  document,  the  witness  r:letes  the  ill- treatment 
end  tortures  inflicted  on  Frcnc.'i  civilir  ns  end  on  on 
Ar.erfc'n  Air  Officer  in  tho  sphor.  s  of  the  Japanese  I'ilitcry 
Police  of  Vinh,  Sore  of  th\sc  victims  died  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  undcreonn. 


I  will  r  -a  thJs  d.  ocurrnt 


With  t’lG  Court1  a  permission  I  will  rc^d  the  norked 
excerpts. 


3.  The  of fidnvit  f  Mndome  Veuve  BERTRAND,  Prosecution 
Docuir.c-nt  No.  2772- J-l  is  offered  in  evidence. 

In  this  effidrvit,  the  witness  describes  the  discovery 
of  the  body  of  h  r  husbrnd,  r  civilian  internee,  deed  os  the 
result  of  tortures  ot  the  J.*  pen  sc  T'ilitory  Police  Heed- 


I 
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piastres  fror.  the  Military  Police, 

Next  I  went  to  the  cemetery,  always  accompanied  by 
Japanese  Military  Police", 

4,  Prosecution  Document  No.  2772-E-l,  affidavit  of 
MONNET  Jeanne,  is  offered  for  identification  end  the 
narked  excerpts  offered  in  evidence. 

This  document  describes  particularly  the  violation  of 
the  witness  by  two  Japanese  officers: 

"We  slept  in  the  servants'  quarters;  ny  sister  aged 
13  and  myself  in  the  same  room. 

Next  day,  14  March,  in  the  evening,  about  10  o'clock 
two  officers  of  Col.  SHIZUME's  staff,  a  major  and  a 
captain  (I  recognized  them  by  what  followed)  came  into  our 
room.  While  on-  hold  re,  the  other  took  off  my  pajama 
trousers  and  abused  me,  then,  changing  over  their  rolc3, 

I  had  to  submit  to  the  other.  It  caused  me  a  -ood  deal 
of  pain  as  I  was  r  virgin  and  I  fainted.  For  this  reason 
I  cannot  say  what  was  done  to  my  sister". 


I 
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5r.  Prosecution  Document  No,  2772-E-2,  which  is 
n  report  by  C  pt-'in  ICPIAN  of  the  French  Gendarmerie, 
is  subritted  in  evidence. 

This  iter  describes  the  ill-trcntnont  endured  and 
the  derth  by  strangulation  of  an  Indo-Chin'sp  coolie, 
./ith  the  Court  s  perrissi'-n  I  will  now  read  this 
document. 


Hiw* 
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6*  Prosecution  Docunr nt  No,  2772-F-3>  affidavit 
of  Dcnieo  AVISSE ,  is  offered  for  identification  and  the 
excerpts  narked  a.rc  offer  d  in  evidence. 

In  this  docur.  nt  the  witness  relates  the  nassa.crc 
of  civilians  and  prisoners  of  war,  European  and  Indo- 
Chinese,  Arong  then  were  two  French  woran  and  a  child 
of  thre.  months. 


,/ith  the  Court's  permission  I  will  read  the  narked 
r xccrpts. 


•  _  jC. 


•  -  T- 
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7,  The  affidavit  of  TAPUTUARAI  Totani,  Prosecution 
Document  No.  2772-E-4  is  offered  for  identification  and 
the  marked  excerpts  offered  in  evidence. 

This  document  r*. scribes  the  violation  v/hich  the 
witness  had  to  subr.it  to.  I  quote  from  Doc.  No.  2772-E-4: 

"About  10:30,  four  Japanese  rede  me  go  bock  into 
the  magazine  where  I  hnd  spsnt  the  night.  I  tried  to 
resist  but  thay  struck  rv  and  pushed  me  into  this  room. 
There,  one  of  tlK  soldiers  c-'mo  up  and  threatened  me  with 
his  bayonet,  anoth  r  struck  me  and  laid  no  on  the  ground. 

I  was  violat'd  by  one  of  ther  under  the  eyes  of  three 
others,  one  of  whom  was  threatening  mo  with  his  bayonet. 

Pre  viously  they  had  torn  my  clothes  off  me" . 


V 
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8„  Prosecution  Pocurent  No.  2772-E-5  is  offered 
foi-  i«‘«  iitJ.flcnt.ion  nly  rnd  the  excerpts  trrked  ore 
offered  in  evidence . 

This  witness  of  Indo-Chinese  origin  pent ions  in 
prrticv.lrr  the  punish'i'.nt  of  r  Fr ■  nch  cnpteinj  the 
rrssocrc  of  13  officers  end  soldiers  of  the  Fngineers 
end  th-  forced  obligation  of  Ind i-Cl.Jnesc  ’./oren  to  give 
t  hers  elves  up  for  prostitution. 

with  the  Court *s  p-rrission  I  will  now  reed  the 

nrrked  excerpts. 
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9.  Th?  Prosecution  now  offers  in  evidence  Tocurcnt 
Ko.  2772-  f*~4,  of  fide  Vi  t  of  Fornrnd  CkSMTLk. 

The  witness  rentes  the  violntion  end  ossossinetion 
of  0  Europ^rn  worm  rt  L-ng-Vnn  rnd  the  vJ.olction  of  0 
young  Fr.nchv/orsn,  wounded  end  subsequently  diseppenred. 

nth  the  Court's  perrisr ion  I  will  now  rood  this 

Pocurvnte 


& 
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10.  The  affidavit  of  Madnne  REI’IGEREAU  Paulette, 
I.P.S,  i>ocunrnt  No.  2772-/U?  is  offered  for  identification 
and  the  narked  excerpts  are  offered  in  evidence. 

This  deposition  contains  the  account  of  the  ill-tree 
rent  and  tortures  undergone  by  n  French  wornn  and  the 
violation  of  another  Frenchworan , 

v/ith  the  Court fs  perrission  I  will  now  read  the 
narked  exec  rpts . 


Wtsm 


i 


— 


’Joe.  No.  2 772 


page  13 


11.  Prosecution  Document  No.  2772-A-6,  affidavit 

of  Cecile  cmJOUS,  is  submitted  to  the  Court  for  iden¬ 
tification  and  the  marked  passages  are  offered  in  evidences 

This  affidavit  completes  the  previous  document 
No.  2772-A-5,  already  introduced  in  evidence-  and  bearing 

Exhibit  No. _ ,  but  it  also  mentions  the  massacre 

at  the  bridge  of  Yen  Bicn  at  Hagiang  (Tonkin)  of  23  French 
soldiers,  prisoners  of  war. 

t/ith  the  Court’s  permission  I  will  read  the  narked 
excerpts. 


Rf-  , . 


IP 


**  • 


12.  The  nffidovit  of  KOULLET,  Albert,  Bettnllon 
Co1  r't  ndor,  Prosecute  on  Docume  nt  No.  2772-A-3,  is  offered 
for  identification  nnd  the  rorkrd  excerpts  offered  in 
evidence. 

This  dorrr  •  nt  rv  ntions  th'-  specially  h' teful 
violation  end  assassination  of  two  French  v/oren.  More¬ 
over  he  gives  the  schedule  of  th~  executions  of  prisoners 
of  w^r  r t  K-'cime, 

'With  the  Court's  permission  md  for  reasons  of  con¬ 
venience,  we  sh^ll  rend  to  the  Court  sore  r.orkcd  excerpts 
fror  this  document  when  v;r>  deni  ,’ith  the  port  rclntivc 
to  prisoners  of  war. 


% 


80 


Prosecution  Docurr  nt  No.  2772-D-3» 
•t  by  Cnptnin  VERI/iN  of  the  French 


is  o.  I’cpor 
is  offered  to  the  Oourt  in  evidence 


This  rejw-t  relates  nn  incident  concernn 
end  wounds  on  the  persons  of  throe  Indo-Chine 
of  whon  one  di,_d  os  r.  result  of  this  violence 


14.  Document  No,  2772-  D-4  of  the  Prosecution, 
being  the  report  of  *  French  officer,  Captain  MERIAI, 
of  the  Gcndnrrrir,  Is  offered  to  the  Court  In  evidence. 

It  Is  the  record  of  tortures  and  ill-trcatnent 
undergone  by  an  Indo-Chinese,  PHONO  DUY  THIEU  and  by  a 
Frenchman,  M.  SURENA ,  at  Japanese  Vilitory  Police  H.Q. 


rt  Hanoi. 


15.  Prosecution  Document  No,  2 77! 
of  Captain  IflZRIAN  of  the  Gendarmerie, 
evidence'. 

This  report  relates  the  gr^ve  vio 
in  1942  by  n  Frenchnrn,  M.  CASABIANCA, 
of  the  Japanese  Military  Police  H.Q.  a 


16 1  The  nl’fidnvlt  of  BABIN  Pierre,  Prosecution 
Doouner.t  No.  2 772-D-7,  is  offered  to  the  Court  in  evidence. 

This  docunont  rolntcs  to  the  tortures  end  ill-trcnt- 
prnt  which  French  civilians  interned  nt  Police  Hcndquorters 
end  in  the  prison  ot  He.noi  hed  to  undergo. 

With  the  Court* s  perrission  I  will  now  ree.d  this 
docunont. 


17 o  The  affidavit  of  Lawyer  Philippe  DUQUESNAY, 
advocate  at  Hanoi,  Prosecution  Document  No.  2772-D-8, 
is  offered  in  evidence. 

The  witness  relates  the  tortures  and  the  ill-trcntnent 
inflicted  on  French  civilians,  detained  at  the  prison  of 
Hanoi,  and  in  the  premises  of  the  Shell  Company,  which 
had  been  turned  into  a  prison  by  the  Japanese  Military 
Police, 


Tills  document  completes  Prosecution  Document 
No,  2772-D-7 ,  already  introduced  in  evidence  and  marked 

Exhibit  No. _ ,  insofiu'”  rs  the  regine  of  the  prison 

is  concerned . 
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prosecution  Document  No.  2772-D-9,  affidavit 
of  IS.  G'JY  N ODER  IT ,  Barrister  at  Hanoi  j  is  offered  to  ”n'- 
Court  in  evidence. 

The  witness  gives  a  description  of  the  treatment 
noted  out  to  the  French  in  detention  at  the  Police 
Herdqurrtcrs  of  Hanoi. 

.(ith  the  Court's  p  rnlssion  I  will  now  read  this 


do  cur1'  nt 


19.  Prosecution  Document  No.  2772-D-10,  affidavit 
of  TALE  A.  Henri,  is  submitted  for  id  ent  if  lent  ion  rnd  the 
marked  excerpts  nrc  offered  in  evidence. 

The  witness  relates  the.  tortures  which  ho  hns  under 

gone  nt  the  Japanese  Military  Police  Headquarters  of 
Tong. 

./ith  the  Court's  permission  I  will  rend  the  marked 
excerpts. 


19.  Prosecution  Document  No.  2772-D-10,  nffldnvlt 
of  TALE  A.  Honrl,  is  submitted  for  identificRtion  end  the 
r.erked  excerpts  nrc  offered  in  evidence. 

xho  v/itnoss  rolntcs  the  tortures  which  he  has  under 

gone  ot  the  Jnpnncsc  Militnry  Police  Hcndqunrtcrs  of 
Tong. 

./ith  the  Court's  permission  I  will  rend  the  marked 
excerpts. 


